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This experience of the Rising Voices youth leadership fellowship has been a 

great addition to my knowledge from the history of Asian Americans to how to facilitate 

several different types of sessions like one on ones and listening sessions. I’ve gotten 

plenty of background to see what our country in the past has looked like as the first 

generation of Asian Americans came over from Asian countries and to see what laws 

have been created towards them, to see the amount of prosecution they had when they 

were first here, and to compare it to today where everyone is inclusive and are willing to 

know that the world doesn’t just revolve around them. I’m not only walking away with 

Asian American history but I am also walking away with civic engagement skills from the 

amount of phone banking and text banking I did to help me with the future. I will also be 

able to walk away with a great group of people who are willing to work on our futures 

and will always have each fellow’s backs and be able to support them with their futures, 

I am grateful to know that Rising Voices will always be able to help us with whatever 

they possibly can in the field they work with. I also know that I will be able to spread 

awareness of Asian American history, of which the world are not aware of, and this will 

make the world a definite better place because of it, either through resources and the 

work we did, I could tell that all of these skills would make the rest of my life a lot easier 

and to think about how grateful I am for this country and the state that it is in currently 

compared to what my ancestors, especially as a Chinese American, had to live through, 

the fear of being deported being in them everyday because they were illegal 

immigrants, and to think to have that in them everyday makes me feel lucky as to how 

they were even able to focus on things that they need to do in order to survive here in 



the US. It’s not just that amount of history I will be taking away but a lo more, this is just 

a section as I can rant on all day about this and how grateful I am. My plan to remain 

active with Rising Voices will be attending events whenever I have the time to do so, as 

school will be busy this year for me along with all of the extracirrculars I will have along 

with it. I have not an exact plan but I hope to also keeep in contact with all of the 

organizers, trainers and all of the wonderful people I have met over these past 8 weeks 

while in this fellowship. I currently do not have any work projects I would be commited to 

execute as an result of this fellowship, however I will be able to see what I can do based 

on what I have learned in these past 8 weeks, as my schedule will be busy, I will do my 

best at it but not gonna be expecting a lot of work to be done outside of my daily 

schedule and other things I would have to to do. I don’t know either about how I would 

be able to engage my family, other than my literial family who live here in Michigan with 

me to have them register to vote because they know to do it every year for every single 

thing they can vote on. All of my extended family live out of state so I would just have to 

text them to make sure they voted if they can. I plan to spread awareness of not just 

United States history to people but I would think to show them what background I came 

from, and how the elders in the previous generation came to the US from China, Japan, 

Korea, and all of these other southeast Asian countries where my family could have 

came from. I would also spread awareness also in the said “normalizing racism towards 

asian americans/asians” because that has become a normal thing to some people I 

know who says racist things to me sometimes and they don’t even realize that they had 

said so. I have also learned about the local community- what it looks like, how many 

Asian Americans are around and how big our community has become over the last 10-



15 years when immigrating has become popular. “Asian Americans inhabit a purgatorial 

status: neither white enough nor black enough, unmentioned in most conversations 

about racial identity. In the popular imagination, Asian Americans are all high-achieving 

professionals. But in reality, this is the most economically divided group in the country, a 

tenuous alliance of people with roots from South Asia to East Asia to the Pacific Islands, 

from tech millionaires to service industry laborers. How do we speak honestly about the 

Asian American condition—if such a thing exists?” (Cathy Park Hong, Minor Feelings: 

An Asian American Reckoning). This quote pretty much covers what I would feel over 

what racism looks like. I hopefully will take action on this every day and not just one day 

and be done with it.  


